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Public Safety Interoperability: Can You Hear Me Now?

(Federal Perspectives)
Government Reform Subcommittees to Hold Joint Hearing

What: Subcommittee on National Security, Emerging Threats and International Relations and
Subcommittee on Technology, Information Policy, Intergovernmental Relations and the Census
joint oversight hearing on Public Safety Interoperability

When: Thursday, November 6, 2003, 11:30 a.m.

Where: Room 2154 Rayburn House Office Building

Background:

Government Reform Subcommittee Chairmen Christopher Shays (R-CT) and Adam Putnam (R-
FL) will convene a joint oversight hearing to examine barriers to communications
interoperability between first responders -- and federal programs and policies to overcome those
barriers.

Interoperability is the ability of public safety providers — law enforcement, firefighters, EMS,
emergency management, public utilities, transportation and other personnel — to exchange voice
and data communications on demand, in real time. It is the term that describes how radio
communications systems should operate between and among agencies and jurisdictions that
respond to common emergencies. Differing incident response protocols, planning priorities,
funding priorities and funding cycles can make acquiring and deploying interoperable systems
difficult. Furthermore, limited availability of radio frequency spectrum for law enforcement and
emergency response can also impede interoperability.

This hearing will examine the challenges of communications interoperability for first responders,
and look at the federal government’s programs and policies aimed at meeting those challenges.
The Subcommittees will focus on the Department of Homeland Security’s Wireless Public
Safety Interoperable Communications Program; the e-government initiatives known as
“SAFECOM”; and the Federal Communications Commission’s role in regulating state and local
first responder spectrum allocation and licensing.
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